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Grace and Forgiveness … two foundational elements that enable us to know and 

live with God our Father.  They are essential for our salvation, our spiritual 

growth, and eternity with God.  But how much do we understand about grace 

and forgiveness?  We all want grace and forgiveness in our lives, but often we 

are reluctant to give these to other people. 

The purpose of this class is to learn about grace, but more importantly, learning 

to live in grace and have a life full of grace.  Being filled with God’s Spirit and 

allowing His grace to shine, we will lead a life that is characterized by a love for 

others and forgiveness to all.  Grace goes beyond knowledge and understanding 

and is at the heart of what makes us change the way we live.  Living a grace filled 

life lifts our hearts from a servitude to sin and allows us to have God as our 

greatest treasure.   Grace gives us the ability to secure peace, contentment, and 

freedom; and it enables us to see others in the world the way Christ sees them. 

The goals of this class are: 

1) To have a better understanding of grace and what God has given to us 

 

2) To allow God’s grace to change the way we live our lives 

 

3) To share this grace with others 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Study note:  We will use this study guide to help us walk through the Scriptures about 
God’s grace.  Much of this study guide is based on the book Future Grace (revised 
edition) by John Piper, Multnomah, 2012.  Excerpts from this book will be shown in a 
different font and color for greater distinction.  
 
Please read through each lesson, the given Scriptures and write down your answers 
to the questions in the space provided before each class period.  

 
 

 

  Spring 2021  

Adam Jones 
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Throughout the Scriptures, the message of grace is proclaimed. Our God is “merciful and gracious, slow to 

anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving 

iniquity and transgression and sin” (Exodus 34:6–7). This grace is distinct to the Christian faith. No other 

religion emphasizes divine grace the way the Bible does. 

Every person that has experienced salvation from sin through the blood of Jesus Christ, has some knowledge of 

grace.  But how does grace impact you?  How does it affect your day, your work, your worship?  Would you 

recognize grace if you saw it?  How willing are you to give it to others? 

Grace can be one of those religious words we use to blanket several ideas, but when we get down to its 

essence it may raise a number of challenging questions for us.  Is grace pardon from sin or power over sin?  

How does grace relate to our justification and sanctification?  Where does power for present obedience come 

from?  Should we live the Christian life by faith or by the power of the Holy Spirit?  The more we understand 

grace the more we see how God wants us to live.  

1) Peter writes in 2 Peter 3:18 “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

To him be the glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.”  We have a good idea of how to grow 

in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  But what does it mean to you to grow in His 

grace? 

 

 

To know how to grow in grace we first must understand what grace is.  Many struggle to believe it and others 

wonder what grace actually looks like. If we seriously look at the righteousness of God and the heinousness of 

our sin, we might find ourselves asking God, “Do you still love me?” or “Why are you so patient with me?” or 

“Why haven’t you killed me for what I’ve done?”1 

2) In your own words how would you define grace? 

 

 

3) Grace is an amazing concept. Read the following passages and write down how grace is described. 

• Acts 4:33 – 

 

• Romans 5:20 – 

 

• 2 Corinthians 9:14,15 – 

  

• Ephesians 1:7,8 –  

 
1 Phillip Holmes, “God’s Grace is Mind-blowing”, https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/gods-grace-is-mind-blowing 
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• Ephesians 2:7 –  

 

• 1 Timothy 1:14 –  

 

• 1 Peter 4:10 –  

 

How do you measure grace?  This always seems to be in the back of our mind, “Compared to my sins how 

much grace is God going to give me?”  The passages above describe the amount of grace.  Whatever grace is, 

there is no limit to it.  It cannot run out.  There is so much of it that it cannot be over-powered or surpassed by 

our sin, our guilt, our failures, or lack of merit.  No line exists that says this amount of sin is more extensive 

than God’s grace.  We simply haven’t got enough sin to take us beyond grace. 

 

These passages also show us the nature, the working, the power, and the impact of grace.  Considering the 

colossal opposition which grace has overcome, we see the immense capability of grace to work in our daily 

lives. 

 

“Grace is a huge concept.  And when we grasp even a little of this amazing grace we become aware that it is 

asking something huge of us:  that not only should we embrace grace as God’s gift to us that is richer than we 

could ever imagine, but also that we should embrace grace as the governing paradigm of our entire existence, 

the operating principle of God’s kingdom of which he, by this grace, has made us members.”  Rosemary 

Bardsley 

 

In our humanity it is easy to get wrapped up in this enormous, infinite grace and get lost in its wonderment.  

But where is all of this grace leading us?   

4) Read John 17:22-24.  What is the goal of grace? 

 

 

Once we see the goal of grace the meaning of grace comes more into focus.  We begin to see that grace is all 

that God gives us both of His help and of Himself.  It includes God Himself , but also Christ Himself the 

crucified, risen and reigning King who is continuously presented by the Spirit.  To have faith in this grace is to 

believe the promises of God and embrace the person of God.  It means that we seek to praise the glory of God 

because we value or prize the satisfaction we find in God above all else. 

To put things another way, the goal of this study of grace is to… “emancipate human hearts from servitude 

to the fleeting pleasures of sin.  Sin is what you do when your heart is not satisfied with God.  No one 

sins out of duty.  We sin because it holds out some promise of happiness.  That promise enslaves us 

until we believe that God is more to be desired than life itself (Psalm 63:3).  Which means that the 

power of sin’s promise is broken by the power of God’s.  All that God promises to be for us in Jesus 

stands over against what sin promises to be for us without him.”2 

 
2 Future Grace p. 1 
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When we begin to comprehend what God wants for us, there is a freedom that changes our life. This is the 

freedom to live in and by God’s grace, to find our complete satisfaction in all that God promises to be for us in 

Jesus. 

 

 

Point to Ponder this Week:   

• Name some of the acts of grace found in the bible.  Which one is your favorite? 

• Is God’s grace something in the past, the future or in the present?  
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To help you monitor your progress through this study of Grace and Forgiveness there are a series of 

four benchmarks.  Please take time to carefully consider each question and then write down your 

answer in the space provided.  This exercise is only for your personal spiritual growth.  You will not be 

asked to share your answers to these questions.  My hope is that with each benchmark you will be 

able to see your growth in God’s grace. 

1) What is your understanding of grace? 

 

 

2) Currently, how does grace impact your daily living? 

 

 

3) How can you grow in God’s grace this quarter? 

 

 

4) What goal(s) will you set to better live in grace this quarter? 
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"The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and 
faithfulness,  (7)  keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but 
who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children and the 
children's children, to the third and the fourth generation."  Ex. 34:6-7 ESV   

“When we consider the awesome nature of God, His perfection displayed in His utter righteousness, justness, 

and holiness, it’s easy for our minds to dwell on our failures to reach His standard of righteousness.  Because of 

our countless failures we may see God as the angry father sitting on the throne appalled and shocked that we 

have sinned again.   We may picture God as impatient, angry, and completely disappointed in us, much like the 

person viewed God in Micah 6:6-7; “With what shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before God on 

high? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old?  (7)  Will the LORD be pleased with 

thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of 

my body for the sin of my soul?"  This view can greatly impact our view of grace. 

Often, we can view God’s grace out of our experience with each other.  We’re unacquainted with grace, mercy, 

and truth that’s untainted by sin. Humanly speaking, though we’ve experienced grace, we’ve never met a 

person that embodied grace perfectly.  One of our motivations to be gracious is because we are aware (to 

some extent) that the other person is just as guilty as we are and in need of grace.  We tend to forgive others 

because we often only know a small piece of all the other person is actually guilty of or our forgiveness is 

motivated by selfish means. 

God, on the other hand, is neither motivated by His own sinfulness nor enabled by His ignorance. He is a holy 

and righteous God, completely void of sin and full of goodness and love. He’s never made a mistake and can do 

anything but fail. He is perfect in all his ways.   Even when we sinfully rebel, spit in His face, wallow in our sin, 

and grieve His Spirit, He calls us to repentance with open and loving arms saying, “Come home, child.” 

He knows everything we’ve ever done and is able to stomach it. His knowledge of who we really are will never 

hinder His love for us. He’s even aware of the evil behind our righteous deeds.   None of this will ever limit His 

grace to us.  The intimacy by which the Lord knows us but is able to lovingly embrace us as his children is 

supernatural. This is extremely important in our understanding of grace.”3 

1) Proverbs 3:5-6 “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding.  In 

all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.” 

Note there are three commands, and then a statement.  

a. What are the three commands? 

  

b. What is the statement?  

 

c. Why is the statement important? 

 
3 Phillip Holmes, “God’s Grace is Mind-blowing”, https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/gods-grace-is-mind-blowing 
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The key element of this study is the idea of future grace – all that God gives us of Himself and His help in Jesus 

Christ from this moment to eternity.  The promises of God that He gives in future grace are the keys to how we 

live a Christlike life.  The hand that turns the key is faith, and the life that results is called living by faith 

in future grace.  By future I do not merely mean the grace of heaven and the age to come.  I mean the 

grace that begins now, this very second, and sustains your life to the end of this paragraph.  By grace I 

do not merely mean the pardon of God in passing over your sins, but also the power and beauty of God 

to keep you from sinning.  By faith I do not merely mean the confidence that Jesus died for your sins, 

but also the confidence that God will “also with him graciously give us all things” (Romans 8:32).4 

 

2) Give a basic definition of “past”, “present”, and “future” 

 

 

 

3) Define faith in your own words. Cite Scriptures in your answer. 

 

 

 

The only life I have left to live is future life. The past is not in my hands to offer or alter.  It is gone.  

Not even God will change the past.  All the expectations of God are future expectations.  All the 

possibilities of faith and love are future possibilities.  And all the power that touches me with help to 

live in love is future power.  As precious as the bygone blessings of God may be, if he leaves me only 

with the memory of those, and not with the promise of more, I will be undone.  My hope for goodness 

and future glory is future grace.5 

 

4) Read the begin and end of Paul’s letters. A consistent pattern emerges in how he speaks of grace.  

What is the pattern you see?  

a. Romans 1:7, 16:20 

b. 1 Corinthians 1:3, 16:23 

c. 2 Corinthians 1:2, 13:14 

d. Galatians 1:3, 6:18 

e. Ephesians 1:2, 6:24 

f. Philippians 1:2, 4:23 

g. Colossians 1:2, 4:18 

h. 1 Thessalonians 1:1, 5:28 

i. 2 Thessalonians 1:2, 3:18 

j. 1 Timothy 1:2, 6:21 

k. 2 Timothy 1:2, 4:22 

l. Titus 1:4, 3:15 

m. Philemon 1:3, 1:25 

 
4 Future Grace p. 5 
5 Future Grace p. 63 
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Imagine you are standing in the midst of large river that sustains you with cold, refreshing, pure water.  If you 

look forward to the river’s source you see a huge reservoir that is supplied by an endless flowing spring.  If you 

look behind you the water flows into the great depths of the ocean.  In a way this is God’s grace.  Behind you is 

the immense past grace that has saved you and brought you into a relationship with God.  The water that 

flows around you is present grace which gives you help to live in this very moment.  And in front of you for the 

next moment and all the moments in eternity is God’s infinite future grace that will sustain you and provide 

your satisfaction in God. 

If God were not a self-replenishing, all-sufficient, everlasting fountain of future grace, there would be 
no hope for sinners.  If God has been gracious only in the past, but will not be in the future, Christians 
are of all people most to be pitied.  Our lives hang on future grace.  Understanding this and living in 
the freedom and power of it is what I hope this book [our study] advances.  

So we must ask again, What is future grace?  We have seen that it is grace that carries me from this 
moment on.  It is one millisecond away and ten billion ages of ages away.  All of God’s goodness and 
power that will be exerted for me before I finish this sentence, and all the goodness and power that 
will sustain me beyond the grave forever is future grace.6 

Now we turn our attention to understanding what makes grace grace. 

5) Read Romans 6:23 how is grace viewed in this verse? 

 

 

6) Read Ephesians 6:24 and James 4:6. What are the conditions given to enjoy God’s grace? 

 

a. Does conditional grace mean that we have earned God’s grace?  Explain your answer. 

 

 

7) Read Exodus 33:18-19.  What confines God in showing grace? 

 

 

a. How is the fact that every act of God's grace is completely free related to His character? 

 

 

8) Read Ephesians 2:4-6.  What was our state before and after God’s decisive act? 

 

a. Were God’s actions conditional or unconditional? 

 

 

9) Read Romans 4:3-5 and 11:5-6.   How is grace contrasted with works? 

 

 

10) Summarize what these verses tell you about grace. 

 

 
6 Future Grace p.73 
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For Further Study: 

If you would like to go further in your study of grace, consider this case study.  After we have discussed Lesson 

2, read about Paul’s interactions with the Macedonian churches and the church in Corinth in 2 Corinthians 8:1-

5.   

1) What act did the Macedonians participate in?  What was their degree of participation? 

 

 

2) These people were freed from the love of money to give in such a way in part by their abundance of 

joy.  But what brought about the behavior of the Macedonians to give so freely even in their affliction 

(see verse 1)?   

 

 

 

Paul is saying in effect that the key to this kind of joyful, sacrificial generosity is faith in future grace.  

When you trust in future grace the way the Macedonians did, your life becomes a grace.  Paul calls 

their giving a “favor of taking part in the relief of the saints”7 (v.4) [the word “favor” means grace]   

3) What promise did they trust in to be able to give so generously (2 Corinthians 9:8)? (future grace)   

 

 

4) What was the foundation for their love (2 Corinthians 8:9)?  (past grace) 

 

 

The way to experience love and generosity on a godly level is this:  Put your faith firmly in future grace – 

that “God is able (in the future) to make all (future) grace abound to you,” so that your needs are met 

and so that you will be able, like the amazing Macedonians, to overflow with the love of liberality.  

Freedom from greed comes from faith in future grace.8 

 

  

 
7 Future Grace p. 70 
8 Future Grace p. 70 
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Remembering what has been given to us in the past is necessary for us to proceed into the future.  God said in 

Isaiah 46:9 “remember the former things of old; for I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is 

none like me,”.  Confidence in someone’s future reliability is grounded in a history of past faithfulness.  

This is the way it is with God.  Bygone grace is the foundation for faith in future grace.  We obey the 

teachings of Jesus by faith in future grace; and we lay hold of future grace in the promises of God’s 

Word.  But we certify the surety of the promises with the evidence of past grace.9 

 

1) Read Ephesians 1:13-14 and 2 Corinthians 1:21-22.  What past grace is given to us?  How does this help 

secure the future grace promised to us? 

 

 

2) Read 1 Corinthians 15:20. Of what is Christ the “firstfruits”?  How does this provide confidence for our 

future?  

 

The essential nature of past grace is most evident in the greatest of all graces – the coming of Jesus Christ our 

Savior.  It is because of the gracious coming of Jesus that all other grace has come to us, the past and future.  

Paul said in Titus 2:11 “For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people,”.  For us in 2021 

this is a past grace.  Christ came to guarantee that all the promises of God would come true.  He came for the 

sake of future grace.  From the time of Christ onward, faith embraces Christ crucified and risen as the 

unique, once-for-all foundation for all future grace.  When we look back to the death and resurrection 

of Christ, God shows us in the present the enormity of his love for us, and thus warrants all our 

confidence in future grace.10  

3) Romans 5:8 states “but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  

What is the present/future grace in this verse?  What is the past grace that gives us confidence of the 

present/future grace? 

 

 

4) Take a moment (a long moment) and read Romans 3:23-26.  Consider how these specific actions are 

not just grace in a general sense, but specific to you.  Think about how we have defined grace.  How do 

these actions exemplify the nature of grace to you (i.e. free, gift, unconditional, etc.)? 

We now turn our attention to see how past grace provides us with the faith to endure and overcome whatever 

may come in the future with the security of future grace.  Romans 8:31-32 give us an all-encompassing 

promise.  It contains a foundation and guarantee that is so strong and so solid and so secure that there 

 
9 Future Grace p. 99 
10 Future Grace p. 102 
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is absolutely no possibility that the promise could ever be broken.  This is what makes it an ever-

present strength in times of great turmoil.  Whatever else gives way, whatever else disappoints, 

whatever else fails, this all-encompassing promise of future grace can never fail.11 

 
Romans 8:31-32 “What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can 

be against us?  (32)  He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how 
will he not also with him graciously give us all things?” 

 
5) What is the foundation (past grace) that is given in verse 32? 

 

 

a. Why did God not spare His Son according to this verse?  (Acts 2:23, Isaiah 53:4-6, Romans 

3:25) 

 

 

6) What is the promise that is given in verse 32? 

 

 

7) Paul reasons with logic as the foundation of the promise in verse 32.  What does the first half of the 

verse (God not sparing Jesus but delivering Him over to death for us) have to do with the second half 

of the verse (God freely giving us all things with Jesus)?  

 

 

a. Consider: Which is harder for God to do: to kill His Son for us or to give us “all things”? 

 

 

8) What does Paul mean by “all things” in verse 32, especially considering that one of the “all things” that 

God gave Paul was persecution?  

 

 

a. How do these verses help us also to deal with hardships and suffering in our lives? 

 

 

 

9) In your life over the last few months, what events, temptations, or trials have caused you to think that 

God is NOT giving you “all things” – at least not all the things you are certain you desire and need!  

 

 

a. How can you use these verses to fight the fight of faith in this area? 

  

 
11 Future Grace p. 110 
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Just because bygone grace has happened in the past does not limit its impact upon us now.  The reminders of 
the crucifixion and the resurrection are ever present in our relationship with our Savior.  We have said that 
the Christ we know now, and the Christ we hope to see face to face, is the crucified and risen Christ.  
Therefore, every thought of Christ now, and every picture of him in the future, is a reminder of the 
past event of God not sparing his own Son.  The Christ we embrace every moment, and the Christ we 
look to for help in the future (whether ten seconds from now or ten centuries from now), is the 
crucified and risen Christ. 

This means that the gospel events of history have an ever-present impact on the believer.  As we have 
seen in Romans 5:8 “ God shows [present tense] his lover for us in that while we were still sinners, 
Christ died [past tense] for us.”  This means that the past gospel events mediate the present 
experience of the love of God.  We feel loved now by God because of the effect of those past gospel 
events.  This profound sense of being loved by God now is the way that past grace becomes the 
foundation for our faith in future grace – that God will fulfill every promise for our good.12 

 

Foundations are a big deal.  Everything is built on them.  The higher the structure that is being built, the more 

massive that structure’s foundation must be (often several stories below ground).  Our spiritual life is no 

different.  We must have the strongest of foundations to endure and overcome everything that is seeking to 

destroy our souls.  God through Paul gives us another precious promise in Romans 8.  The magnificent heights 

of this promise of future grace are only possible because of the strength and depth of the pillars of past grace 

upon which it rests.  

Romans 8:28-30 “And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for 
those who are called according to his purpose.  (29)  For those whom he foreknew he also predestined 

to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many 
brothers.  (30)  And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also 

justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.” 

1) The promise is given in verse 28.  In a way this promise contains within it almost every other promise 

God has made to us.  How many things work together for good? List some specific “things.” 

 

 

The word “For” begins verse 29 which indicates the reasons for why we can be confident in this promise.  Paul 

gives four statements that are the four pillars of this massive foundation for this precious promise. These 

pillars of what God has done for us have such strength that they will never be shaken and we can live securely 

within this promise. Let’s begin with the last pillar and work our way backwards through this past grace. 

 

 
12 Future Grace p.XIV 
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2) Pillar 4:  “and those whom he justified he also glorified”  What does it mean to be “glorified” and when 

will this happen? (see also Matthew 13:43, 25:21; John 17:24-26; 1 Peter 1:13, 5:4) 

 

 

a. How does being glorified relate to the ultimate good God is working for us? 

 

 

3) Pillar 3: “and those whom he called he also justified,”  What secures our final glorification? 

 

 

a. What is justification and how do we have it?  (Romans 3:24,28; 5:1) 

 

 

4) Pillar 2:  “And those whom he predestined he also called,”  What does it mean to be called by God? 

 

 

a. What is the calling of God founded upon? 

 

 

b. How is this connected with the idea of being “called according to his purpose” in verse 28? 

 

 

c. According to verse 29 what is God’s purpose for those who love Him? 

 

 

5) Pillar 1: “For those whom he foreknew he also predestined” What is the support for God’s 

predetermined purpose for those who love Him? 

 

 

 

6) Put all the pieces of verses 28-30 back together.  How does this past grace and future grace change the 

way we live especially in the way of suffering and enduring hardships.?  

God’s grace is anchored in the promises He make to us.  In our brokenness we need to be reminded of what He 

promises to us.  What do the following passages tell us about God’s grace: 

• Psalm 33:18-22 

 

• 1 John 1:9 

 

• Isaiah 30:19 
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• 2 Timothy 4:8 

 

• Psalm 103:11 

 

• 1 Corinthians 2:9-10 

 

• Psalm 31:19 

 

• James 1:12 

 

• 2 Samuel 22:31 

 

• 1 Peter 5:5 

 

• Lamentations 3:25 

 

• Psalm 37:5 

 

• Proverbs 3:5-6 

 

• Psalm 103:17-18 
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“Without the Law we would not understand or appreciate grace.  Without grace the Law would be pointless.”  

Rosemary Bardsley 

Like it or not all of us are born into a structure of law.  God is a god of law and order.  The universe operates 

according to natural law and we have a consciousness that confronts us with God’s moral law.  If we remain 

within the framework of law then at the end of our life we will be judged according to the terms of law.  Here 

are the terms simply stated: 

“Keep the law; escape the penalty. 
Break the law; suffer the penalty.” 

 

1) In your own words explain what these terms of law mean to you. 

 

 

 

We have the possibility to gain salvation and escape the penalty of hell if we keep God’s law.  This means we 

could be justified by our works in our obedience to God’s commands.  There is just one problem – to justify 

ourselves means we must keep all of God’s commands perfectly.  It only takes one sin to make us lawbreakers 

and we are subject to the penalty no matter how much we try to make up for that one sin.  Paul shows us our 

reality in Romans 3:23 “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”. 

 

God has provided us with an alternative to salvation by law and that is His grace.  It operates by a different set 

of rules.  Here are the terms of grace simply stated: 

“Keep the law, but suffer the penalty. 
Break the law, but escape the penalty.” 

 

2) Explain what these terms of grace mean to you. 

 

 

 

In the framework of grace, a lawbreaker is able to escape the penalty of hell.  But now the lawkeeper must 

face the penalty.  You might say this is not fair and you would be right.  Grace cannot be grace if it is fair.  Law 

is fair.  Grace is more than fair.  Grace goes beyond the framework of law, justice and fairness. What makes 

grace truly grace is Jesus.  He kept the law perfectly but suffered the full penalty of law in our place so that we 

(the lawbreakers) might escape it.  2 Corinthians 5:21 “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in 

him we might become the righteousness of God.” 

 

We must understand that once a person sins, law in any form is helpless to save him.  This is true of law-

keeping under the Old Testament or in the New Testament era.  So now comes the question of what then was 

the purpose of the Old Testament law? 
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3) Read Romans 3:20,4:15, 5:20 and Galatians 3:19.  What is said about the purpose of the Old Law? 

 

 

 

Because law demands perfect obedience, we could say that the short-term aim of the law is to give us 

knowledge of sin and even an increase of sin.  We either try to kick against the commands or we try to make it 

the way of salvation by legalistic law-keeping.  Paul would say in Romans 7:5, 8 “ For while we were living in 

the flesh, our sinful passions, aroused by the law, were at work in our members to bear fruit for death. 8) But 

sin, seizing an opportunity through the commandment, produced in me all kinds of covetousness.”   

 

4) What does Romans 10:4 tells about the long-term aim of the law? 

 

 

Law has no atoning provision in it.  Instead it shows us the need for a Savior who will both bear our 

punishment and provide our perfection.  So, the ultimate goal of law is to bring us to Christ, to bring us to the 

perfect One who gives us salvation from sin by His atoning death on the cross.  The law brings us to grace.  This 

means that Old Testament saints were saved by grace in just the same way as we are today.  

 

In the following passages determine how people under the Old Testament Law were able or not able to obey 

God’s commands. 

5) Read Psalm 103:8-14.  How does the psalmist say God dealt with their sin? 

 

 

6) Read Psalm 78:6-7.  How is the next generation able to keep God’s commandments? 

 

 

7) In Deuteronomy 20:1 how does Moses tell the people to face their enemies and what would enable 

them to do this?   

 

 

8) The people failed to face their enemies and instead rebelled against God’s command.  What was the 

root cause of their failure?  (see Deuteronomy 9:23 & Psalm 106:24-25) 

 

 

9) Read Hebrews 11:1,4,7,8.  How were Abel, Noah, and Abraham able to obey God’s commands? 

 

Once we start to understand the nature of grace and that we never deserve it nor can we earn it, there is a 

spontaneous response of joy that wells up in us.  This is gratitude, a delight in which we acknowledge the gift 

we have been given as well as the giver of the gift.  Over and over the Scriptures call us to express our 

gratitude to God which exults in His grace (Psalm 100:4, 50:23, 136:1; 1 Thessalonians 5:18; Ephesians 5:20).  

But there is a danger when along with our gratitude comes an impulse to pay the giver back for the gift. 
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10) Have you ever received something from someone and then felt the need to pay them back in some 

way?  If so give an example of how you paid them back? 

 

 

It’s possible to misuse gratitude and turn it into debtitude.   Debtitude says “since you have done something 

for me, I feel indebted to do something for you.”  While probably all of us have felt this at some point, God 

meant gratitude to be a spontaneous expression of pleasure in the gift and the good will of another.  

He did not mean it to be an impulse to return favors.13  If we misuse gratitude and have a sense of debt, 

then the gift is no longer a gift, but a transaction.  The free gift is now nullified with the sense of repayment. 

11) Should Christians be motivated to obey God out of gratitude?  Note biblical passages that you think 

would have bearing on this question. 

 

 

 

We know God has need of nothing and there is nothing we have that He hasn’t given to us.  Yet debtitude can 

make us think that we need to pay God back for His grace.  Notice what God tells us in Psalm 50:12-15 "If I 

were hungry, I would not tell you, for the world and its fullness are mine.  Do I eat the flesh of bulls or drink the 

blood of goats?  Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and perform your vows to the Most High, and call 

upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify me."  

 

12) What does Psalm 116:12-13 tell us to do in response to all that God has given to us? 

 

 

 

Gratitude is a wonderful expression of our heart.  True gratitude causes us to exult in the riches of God’s grace 

as we look back on what we have received from Him.  Rather than a motivation to obey God, gratitude leads 

us to worship Him.  This leaves us with the one true motivation for our obedience to God – faith, the trust in 

the promises that God has made to us.  This is faith in future grace.   

 

13) Over the past month what has been your motivation to obey God? 

 

 

 

So what keeps gratitude from turning into debtitude? There is a sense in which gratitude and faith are 
interwoven joys that strengthen each other.  As gratitude joyfully revels in the benefits of past grace, 
so faith joyfully relies on the benefits of future grace.  Therefore when gratitude for God’s past grace is 
strong, the message is sent that God is supremely trustworthy in the future because of what he has 
done in the past.  In this way faith is strengthened by a lively gratitude for God’s past trustworthiness. 

On the other hand, when faith in God’s future grace is strong, the message is sent that this kind of God 
makes no mistakes, so that everything he has done in the past is part of a good plan and can be 

 
13 Future Grace p.30 
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remembered with gratitude.  In this way gratitude is strengthened by a lively faith in God’s future 
grace.14  

 

In our next lessons we will take an in depth look at faith as it relates to grace. 

 

Point to Ponder this Week:   

Take a few moments and make a list of 10 things that you are grateful for.  They can be big things or little 

things.  Be as specific and concrete as you can.  For example, don’t just say that you’re thankful for your family; 

identify a specific characteristic that you are grateful for, such as “I’m grateful for my son’s laughter.” 

  

 
14 Future Grace p.46, 47 
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1) How has your understanding of grace changed in the past month? 

 

 

2) Can you see a difference of how grace has impacted your daily living?  Why or Why not? 

 

 

3) From your study so far what aspect of grace stands out to you? 

 

 

4) List one aspect or idea about grace that you don’t understand well. 

 

 

5) How are you progressing towards your goals of better living in grace? 
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In our last lesson we saw that no amount of our works can make us righteous before God because of our sin.  

Our strength alone is not enough to obey God’s commands.  It is only by His grace that we are saved.  This 

means that our salvation depends not on our weakness, but on God’s strength.  It depends not on our ability 

to keep the law, but on God’s ability to keep His promises.  So now we look at the role of faith to access God’s 

promises. 

 

1) Read Hebrews 11:1 and John 6:35. What do these passages tell you about faith? 

 

 

2) What is the opposite of faith? 

 

 

Faith is the act of our soul that turns away from our own insufficiency to the free and all-sufficient 

resources of God.  Faith focuses on the freedom of God to dispense grace to the unworthy.  It banks on 

the bounty of God.15 

 

Read Ephesians 2:4-10 and answer the following questions. 

“But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us,  (5)  even when 
we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ--by grace you have 

been saved--  (6)  and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus,  (7)  so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his 
grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.  (8)  For by grace you have been saved through 

faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God,  (9)  not a result of works, so that no 
one may boast.  (10)  For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 

which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.” 
3) What was our previous condition? 

 

 

4) In reference to this passage what are dead people able to do? 

 

 

5) What conditions did God place upon his actions toward us? 

 

 

6) Why did God raise us up and seat us with Christ? (see v.7) 

 

 

7) What does the word “immeasurable” mean? 

 
15 Future Grace p182 
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8) How long will it take for God to show us the riches of His grace? 

 

9) What is the connection between faith and grace? 

 

Consider what happens when you plug an electrical appliance into the outlet in your house.  It comes in 

contact with the electricity which powers the device by way of a conduit.  The conduit serves as a channel for 

the electricity to flow into the appliance.  The conduit does not generate the electricity but serves as the 

connector between the source and the appliance.  In the same way faith is the channel that God designed for 

us to access His grace.  When we put our confidence and trust in what God has done for us and His promises 

we are connected to His grace. 

 

This means that faith is a choice to access God’s grace.  We choose whether we will connect ourselves to God 

as the source of life.  It is a choice to believe all the goodness God has planned for us, even when things look 

their darkest.  It is a choice of whom we will trust in to live each moment of every day. But at the end of the 

day even when we have made our choice to trust in God, we have nothing to boast about because it is all the 

working of God’s grace. 

 

Faith, by its very nature, nullifies boasting and fits with grace. Wherever faith looks, it sees grace 

behind every praiseworthy act.  So it cannot boast, except in the Lord. So Paul, after saying that 

salvation is by grace through faith, says, “And this is not of your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a 

result of works, so that no one may boast”  (Ephesians 2:8-9).  Faith cannot boast in human goodness 

or competence or wisdom, because faith focuses on the free, all-supplying grace of God.  Whatever 

goodness faith sees, it sees as the fruit of grace.16 

 

Consider this example of how faith magnifies grace from John Piper. 

 

When I lost my footing as a little boy in the undertow at Daytona Beach, I felt as if I were going to be 

dragged to the middle of the ocean in an instant.  It was a terrifying thing.  I tried to get my bearings 

and figure out which way was up.  But I couldn’t get my feet on the ground and the current was too 

strong to swim.  I wasn’t a good swimmer anyway.  In my panic I thought of only one thing:  Could 

someone help me?  But I couldn’t even call out from under the water.  When I felt my father’s hand 

take hold of my upper arm like a mighty vice grip, it was the sweetest feeling in the world.  I yielded 

entirely to being overpowered by his strength.  I reveled in being picked up at his will.  I did not resist.  

The thought did not enter my mind that I should try to show that things aren’t so bad; or that I should 

add my strength to my dad’s arm.  All I thought was, Yes! I need you! I thank you! I love your strength!  

I love your initiative!  I love your grip!  You are great!  In that spirit of yielded affection, one cannot 

boast.  I call that yielded affection “faith.”  And my father was the embodiment of the future grace that 

I craved under the water.  This is the faith that magnified grace.17 

 

 

 

 

 
16 Future Grace p182-183 
17 Future Grace p183 
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10) Read Galatians 2:20-21.  List out the acts of grace in this passage.  What is the role of faith in Paul’s life 

as Christ lives in him?  How does Paul’s faith not nullify God’s grace? 

 

 

 

 

Before we see the interwoven nature of faith and God’s grace, it is easy to look at the commands of God as a 

list of things He wants us to do.  We can see this “check list” as what we have to do to be right with God.  But 

there in is our mistake, we can’t do anything by our own power to be right with God.  So our obedience to 

God’s law is not what we must do to gain salvation.  In understand the true nature of faith in God’s grace we 

see that obedience is the evidence of our faith.   For faith is the act of the soul that connects with grace, 

and receives it, and channels it as the power of obedience, and guards it from being nullified through 

human boasting.18  

11) Read 1 Thessalonians 1:3 and 2 Thessalonians 1:11-12.  How does Paul refer to the works of the 

Thessalonians and their obedience? 

 

 

12) In 2 Thessalonians 1:11-12 how is every resolve for good and every work accomplished? 

 

 

13) What do the works of faith do regarding our Lord Jesus (v.12)? 

 

 

14) How are grace and faith connected in this passage?  (i.e. What does this passage show us that we get 

and what does God get?) 

 

 

 

Point to Ponder this Week:   

Think about the songs we sing that speak about God’s grace.  Select one song and explain why it resonates 

with you. 

 

  

 
18 Future Grace p190 
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Two of the great blessings of God’s grace are His justification and sanctification.  Faith again is the conduit for 

us to obtain access to both of these blessings.  Before we look at how faith works to bring us justification and 

sanctification, we need to define what we are talking about. 

 

Justification – the act of God that accounts or makes a sinner have a right standing in His eyes.  One person 

said it this way “To say that I am justified means that God treats me ‘just as if I’d’ never sinned”. This is possible 

because of Christ’s atoning death in which His blood paid the penalty for our sin.  Now we can be forgiven of 

all our sins and have the righteousness of Jesus Christ. 

 

Sanctification – the work of God in which He pours out His divine power on us to make us holy or transform 

us into the likeness of Jesus.  This is an ongoing process where God develops, sustains, perfects, and continues 

the work which He began in our regeneration (our baptism). 

 

In our human brokenness it can be easy for us to view our faith in God’s grace as our work.  Once we see faith 

as our work then we begin to boast in it rather than in God, which nullifies His grace.  Paul is tremendously 

concerned that we not nullify future grace by putting our efforts in place of it, or by trying to receive it 

in the wrong way.19 Paul uses the example of Abraham to show us how true faith nullifies boasting and 

magnifies God in His grace. 

 

Read Romans 4:16-25 and answer the following questions. (you may want to begin in verse 9 for context) 

1) What is the relationship between faith and grace in verse 16? 

 

 

2) According to this passage, what did Abraham believe about God (there are several answers to this 

question; list at least three)? In what sense was this belief faith in God's future grace? 

 

 

 

3) How does Abraham’s faith glorify God? 

 

 

 

4) In your own words what does it mean in verse 22 “It [his faith] was credited to him as righteousness”?  

(stated another way how was his faith justifying faith?) 

 

 

 

 
19 Future Grace p. 185 
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5) Considering verses 24 and 25, in what sense is our faith today similar to the faith of Abraham? In 

answering this question, compare: i) What Abraham knew of God from His past actions and revelations 

from what we know of God; ii) What Abraham had to believe about God in the future and what we 

have to believe about God in the future. 

 

   

 

God’s word shows us that both justification and sanctification are the work of sovereign grace.  We are 

justified by Jesus’ atoning sacrifice on the cross for our sins.  God makes us holy (sanctified) by the working of 

the Spirit (1Peter1:2).   Since both are works of grace, then the way we are connected to both is by faith.  In 

other words, the sanctifying faith is the same future-oriented, promise-trusting faith of Abraham. 

 

Let’s consider how faith is the channel that directs God’s divine power not just to obey His will, but to 

transform us into the likeness of Jesus Christ. 

6) In 1 Corinthians 15:10 what does Paul say brought about his transformation? 

 

 

7) How are we able to do every good thing according to Hebrews 13:20-21? 

 

 

8) What future grace do you see in Philippians 2:13?  From 2:12 what does it mean to “work out your 

salvation”?  How do verses 12 and 13 connect together? 

 

 

9)  In 2 Thessalonians 2:13 what is the connection between the Spirit, the truth and us? 

 

 

10) Read 2 Corinthians 1:8-9.  How does Paul describe his afflictions in this passage?  What words 

emphasize the intensity of his trials?  What future grace sustained him through these trials? 

 

 

 

 

From everything we have seen it is faith, the future-oriented, promise-trusting confidence in God, that 

connect us with His grace.  It is God’s means of justification and sanctification, but faith in no way focuses on 

us.  Grace is not only obtained by faith, but it is also glorified by faith.  Our future-oriented, promise-trusting 

confidence is pointed towards God, which seeks to magnify Him and all He has done, is doing, and will do for 

us. This is the meaning of faith in future grace. 
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Let’s take a step back for a moment and recenter on the big picture of grace.  We have said that future grace 

is all that God gives to us, both of His help and of Himself, from this moment to eternity.  The goal of this 

grace is for God to bring us to Himself so that we can see and experience the glory of God (John 17:24).  The 

channel God has given for us to access future grace is faith.  Faith in future grace is the belief in God’s 

promises and the embrace of God’s person.  Another way of saying this is that faith in future grace is being 

satisfied with all that God is and promises to be for us in Jesus. 

 

1) Read Psalm 16:11.  What do you think David is trying to convey about God in this verse? 

 

 

2) Read Psalm 34:8 and 37:4 and meditate on the words “taste” and “delight”.   

a. How do we taste that God is good?   

 

 

b. What does it mean to delight in God? 

 

3) If we define belief in Jesus as coming to Him for the satisfaction of all that God is for us in Him, how 

would you define unbelief? 

 

 

God’s grace is aimed at freeing our human hearts from the servitude of the passing pleasures of sin.  Sin is 

what we do when our heart is not satisfied with God.  We sin because there is some promise of happiness 

(however fleeting it is).  It is God’s power and His promises that break sins power over us through the 

channel of faith.  It is not merely the security of the promises that frees us from motives to sin; but 

also the sweetness of the beauty of God in the promises.  It is the spiritual nature of the things 

promised.  When we apprehend the spiritual beauty or sweetness of what is promised, and delight in 

it, not only are we freed from the insecurity of greed and fear that motivate so much sin, but we are 

also shaped in our values by what we cherish in the promise.  If we cherish the beauty of Christ in the 

gospel, we will cherish behavior – even painful sacrificial behavior – that reflects that beauty.20 

 

4) Consider again that last two statements in the paragraph above and 1 John 3:3.  Explain how we are 

shaped in our values by the things we cherish. 

 

 

 

 
20 Future Grace p. 203 
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All of this comes back to our faith in Christ.  It is not just assenting to what God is for us, that is to say, it’s not 

just an intellectual judgment that God’s promises are true.  Faith goes beyond this and embraces all that God 

is for us in Christ. This is the faith that saves us in the power of God.  

 

Another way to say it would be that, in all the acts of saving faith, the Holy Spirit enables us not just 

to perceive and affirm factual truth, but also to apprehend and embrace spiritual beauty.  It is the 

“embracing of spiritual beauty” that is the essential core of saving faith.  This is what I mean by 

“being satisfied with all that God is for us in Jesus.”  Spiritual beauty is the beauty of God diffused in 

all his words and works – especially in the saving work of his Son.  Embracing this, or delighting in 

it, or being satisfied with it, is the heart of saving faith.21 

 

The gospel of John gives us another perspective of what true faith in future grace looks like.  John describes 

our faith in terms of believing.  He uses the verb believe over 90 times in his gospel.  John directly states that 

the purpose of his gospel is “that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by 

believing you may have life in his name” (John 20:31).  But John records for us that believing in Jesus goes 

well beyond the assent that Jesus is the Son of God and that His words are true.  Belief is not merely an 

agreement with facts in the head; it is also an appetite for God in the heart. 

5) Read John 6:35. What are the results of one who comes to Jesus and believes in Him?  Why do you 

think Jesus uses this terminology? 

 

 

6) Read John 4:13-14.  What is the result for the one who drinks the water that Jesus offers?  What does 

Jesus want us to understand about believing in Him by using these terms? 

 

 

7) Read John 7:37-39.  How does Jesus connect belief and drinking?  What does Jesus say is the Spirit’s 

role in this? 

 

 

John makes it clear that Jesus is the end of our quest for satisfaction.  The images of eating and drinking of 

Jesus show us the essence of faith.  It is more than believing that there is such a thing as water and 

food; and it is more than believing that Jesus is life-giving water and food.  Faith is coming to Jesus 

and drinking the water and eating the food so that we find our hearts satisfied in him.22 

8) If you are satisfied in Jesus how does this help to nullify the desire to sin? 

 

Point to Ponder this Week:  This week while you are in God’s word look for either a prayer of grace or a 

psalm of grace.  Explain why it resonates with you. 

 
21 Future Grace p.205 
22 Future Grace p.84 
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We now turn our attention to the idea and action of forgiveness.  We all want forgiveness but many times we 

struggle greatly to show it to others.  As we look at this God-like quality it is important that we remember 

everything we have studied so far about grace. It will be our guide to unlocking our shackles that hold to 

unforgiveness and finding greater intimacy with our Father. 

 

1) What is forgiveness and how does it relate to grace? 

 

 

2) Is forgiveness a temporary action or a permanent one? 

 

 

3) What is the goal of forgiveness? 

 

 

 Before we ever knew how to define forgiveness God was displaying His forgiveness to us in the work of 

Jesus, our Savior.  Consider what Paul says about forgiveness in Ephesians 1:7 “In him [Christ] we have 

redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace,”.  “The 

forgiveness of sins is necessary in order to provide redemption to the sinner.  It is not the sin that is 

being redeemed, but the one who committed the sin.  This is consistent with what Jesus said, for 

example, in Mark 2:5: ‘Son, your sins are forgiven.’  Jesus focused first on the person’s problem in 

order to redeem the person himself.  The problem is sin, not the person.  However, if a person’s sin is 

not addressed, then it will become the ruin of that person.  It is the same with cancer (for example):  

the problem is not the person with cancer, but the cancer itself.  Yet it is also true that if that cancer 

is not removed, then it will take the life of its host.  In like analogy, doctors and scientists are not 

searching for a cure of being ‘human,’ but a cure for cancer – i.e., that which interferes with our 

being fully human.”23   To allow us to be fully human again (as we were designed to be), Jesus, by his 

sacrifice, paid our debt of sin and offers us the forgiveness of all our sins. 

 

4) Read Matthew 6:14-15, Mark 11:25, Ephesians 4:32 and Colossians 3:13.  Why does God link our 

forgiveness to our forgiveness of others? 

 

 

 

The natural course of our human nature is to give more attention to the sin rather than the one who is in 

need of forgiveness.  We have a tendency to put degrees on sin and rate how another’s sin impacts us. The 

varying degrees of hurt, suffering, anger and consequences all influence our willingness to forgive.  Consider 

the following scenarios and ask yourself if you would be willing to forgive: 

 
23 Chad Sychtysz, The Gospel of Forgiveness, p.29 
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• Someone you know stole money from you – and you caught them red-handed. 

• You were a target of a wicked character assassination – by your own sibling. 

• Your spouse cheated on you with your best friend. 

• Your child was killed by a drunk driver. 

• You were raped by a friend of the family. 

 

Now put yourself on the other side.  What if you were the one who did any one of these things to someone 

else.  Should anyone forgive you?  Are you deserving of forgiveness? 

 

Peter asked Jesus about forgiveness, specifically how many times should someone forgive another.  Read 

Matthew 18:21-35 and answer the following questions about forgiving someone. 

 

5) What point is Jesus trying to make to Peter (and us) in verse 22? 

 

 

 

6) In Jesus’ parable who does the first servant represent?  Why? 

 

 

 

7) How does the king deal with this servant and his debt? 

 

 

 

8) Consider the actions of the forgiven servant towards another servant.  Why does he choke the other 

servant?  Is it because this man owed him so much? 

 

 

 

9) What irrational action does the forgiven servant take against the other servant?  What is at the root 

of his irrational behavior? 

 

 

 

10) Describe the king’s actions after he learns how the forgiven servant has behaved.  What applications 

are we to make from the parable and especially verse 35? 

 

 

 

If the gravity of forgiveness hasn’t yet hit us over the head like a ton of bricks, then consider it’s alternative.  

An unforgiving spirit wells up within us because there is an overwhelming sense that the offender does not 

deserve forgiveness.  Our hurt tells us that justice must be given and so we embolden our bitterness towards 

the offender.  The reality is that we have just placed ourselves within the prison of hatred. 
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11) Place the following emotions and actions in chronological order: bitterness, someone offends us, we 

ridicule the offender, anger sets in, we feel hurt, we shame the offender, malice, we hate anyone like 

the offender. 

 

 

 

 

Unforgiving servants always end up in prison (Matthew 18:34).  But God doesn’t have to put us in jail, we do 

that on our own.  We place ourselves in the prison of bitterness and the bars of anger, hatred, guilt, 

depression keep us locked up tight.  Max Lucado said it this way: “Hatred will sour your outlook and break 

your back.  The load of bitterness is simply too heavy.  Your knees will buckle under the strain, and 

your heart will break beneath the weight.  The mountain before you is steep enough without the 

heaviness of hatred on your back.  The wisest choice – the only choice – is for you to drop the anger.  

You will never be called upon to give anyone more grace than God has already given you.”24 

 

12) How then do we get out of the prison we have so securely built for ourselves?  What does Paul urge 

Timothy to do in 2 Timothy 2:1? 

 

 

 

 

“The longer we walk in the garden, the more likely we are to smell like the flowers.  The more we 

immerse ourselves in grace, the more likely we are to give grace.”25    

 

 

Point to Ponder this Week:   

Take some time this week to evaluate if you are being kept in prison.  If so, think about the person you have 

not forgiven.  Write their name on a post-it-note and place it on your bathroom mirror.  Then everyday pray 

for this person and ask God to change your heart. 

  

 
24 In the Grip of Grace p. 157 
25 Max Lucado “In the Grip of Grace” p. 155 
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1) What new thing have you learned about grace since the last benchmark? 

 

 

2) Have you noticed a change in your prayer life as a result of your study of grace? 

 

 

3) What has challenged you the most about implementing greater grace in your daily life? 

 

 

4) What steps do you need to take to make your goals for this quarter a reality? 
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No one makes it through life free of injury.  Someone somewhere has brought hurt and suffering to you by 

what they said or didn’t say or by what they did or didn’t do.  Everyone gets wounded which means everyone 

must decide how much payment they will demand for their wounds.  How much is enough to serve justice? 

Ah, JUSTICE, that’s what we all want for the wrongs done to us.  But how much justice is enough and who 

gets to decide? 

1) Describe a situation in which you have been embittered by the actions of another.  What increased 

your bitterness?  What strategies have you used to combat bitterness? 

 

 

 

2) Are you ever worried about over-forgiving?  Why or Why not? 

 

 

God plainly tells us “Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave 

you (Ephesians 4:32).”  We know in our minds that we need to forgive but in our hearts the degree of hurt 

we feel keeps driving the impulse of anger. 

 

What gives so much force to the impulse of anger in such cases is the overwhelming sense that the 

offender does not deserve forgiveness.  That is, the grievance is so deep and so justifiable that not 

only does self-righteousness strengthen our indignation, but so does a legitimate sense of moral 

outrage.  It’s the deep sense of legitimacy that gives our bitterness its unbending compulsion.  We 

feel that a great crime would be committed if the magnitude of the evil we’ve experienced were just 

dropped and we let bygones be bygones.  We are torn:  our moral sense says this evil cannot be 

ignored, and the Word of God says we must forgive.26 

3) Is it wrong to feel that someone who has hurt us should pay for their sin against us?  Explain your 

answer. 

 

 

To help us be more like God and have a heart of forgiveness God offers us future grace in the form of His 

judgement.  So, the path to overcoming bitterness and vengeance is by faith in future grace.  Forgiving others 

is possible by trusting God to settle all our accounts justly.  Read Romans 12:16-21. 

4) What commands are giving in verses 17, 18 and 19?   

 

 

 

 
26 Future Grace p.265 
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5) What reason for these commands is given in verse 19? 

 

 

6) What promise of future grace is given in verse 19? 

 

 

7) How does God avenge wrongs done by unbelievers?  

 

  

8) Consider 2 Thessalonians 1:6-8 What is the “relief” that God will give to his saints? 

 

 

                

9) How does God’s promise of judgment help us overcome our craving for revenge? 

 

 

 

10) Connect verse 17 with verse 21.  If we define evil as the opposite of good (Genesis 2:17, 3:22) or even 

the absence of good, why is overcoming evil with good the only option that solves our problems?  

Why is this so hard for us to put into practice? 

 

 

 

In this broken world of sin most people have convinced themselves that holding a grudge against someone 

else is their right and maybe even their duty.  But let’s consider this in light of God’s words of grace in 

Romans 12:19. 

 

11) If we hold a grudge what are we saying about God as the Judge? 

 

 

 

All of this boils down to whether we are willing to believe God’s promise to us in verse 19.  In other words, 
the issue of releasing grudges is an issue of faith in God’s promises of future grace – the future grace 
of judgment of the offender.  If we believe God’s promise, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay,” then we 
will not belittle God with our inferior efforts to improve upon his justice.  We will leave the matter 
with him and live in the freedom of love toward our enemy – whether the enemy repents or not.  And 
if he does not repent?  What then?  Three hundred years ago Thomas Watson said it well: “We are 
not bound to trust an enemy; but we are bound to forgive him.” 

 

We are not responsible to make reconciliation happen.  We are responsible to seek it.  “So far as it 
depends on you, live peaceably with all” (Romans 12:18). 27 

 
27 Future Grace p. 266-267 
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Letting go of what comes naturally in our brokenness is not easy.  God, our Father, understands this and gives 

us an example so that we can learn how to live godly lives. 

 

12) Read 1 Peter 2:21-23.  How did Jesus control Himself when scoundrels, whose very lives He 

sustained, spit in His face? 

 

 

 

13) How should we, who have far less of a right to murmur for being mistreated than Jesus did, live when 

we have been hurt by others? 

 

 

 

14) Does forgiveness mean that we excuse the behavior of those who have wronged us? Explain your 

answer.  

 

 

 

This is not all the help God offers to us as we seek to forgive those who have wronged us.  In the next lesson 

we look at one more element that strengthens us to be people of forgiveness. 

 

 

 

 

 

Point to Ponder this Week:   

This week continue to reflect upon this person whose name you wrote down on your post-it-note.  Be honest 

with yourself and ask if you are holding a grudge.  Now spend this week in prayer asking God to help you in 

your unbelief.  Ask Him to give you His power to let go of the grudge. 
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“Grace makes three proclamations.  First, only God can forgive my godlessness. ‘Only God can forgive sins’ 

(Mark 2:7).  Dealing with my sins is God’s responsibility.  I repent, I confess, but only God can forgive.  (And 

he does.)  Second, only God can judge my neighbor. ‘You cannot judge another person’s servant.  The master 

decides if the servant is doing well or not’ (Romans 14:4).  Dealing with my neighbor is God’s responsibility.  I 

must speak; I must pray.  But only God can convince. (And he does.)  Third, I must accept who God accepts.  

‘Christ accepted you, so you should accept each other, which will bring glory to God’ (Romans 15:7).  God 

loves me and make me his child.  God loves my neighbor and makes him my brother.  My privilege is to 

complete the triangle, to close the circuit by loving who God loves.”28 

 

Ok stop right there!  We know this is what God desires of us, but what happens when our brother or sister in 

Christ says or does something that greatly hurts us?  Are we just supposed to sing “Kum Ba Yah” and not rock 

the boat? Our moral indignation at a terrible offense does not evaporate just because the offender is a 

Christian.  In fact, we may feel even more betrayed.  And a simple, “I’m sorry” will often seem utterly 

disproportionate to the painfulness and ugliness of the offense.29   

 

1) In Romans 8:1 and in 1 Thessalonians 5:9 what does Paul say concerning God’s wrath for those who 

are in Christ Jesus?   

 

 

2) Does this mean that there is no justice for the child of God that has been wronged by another child of 

God? 

 

 

 

The answer to our predicament lies in the all sufficient nature of Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross. 

3) Read Isaiah 53:6, Galatians 1:3-4, and 1 John 2:2, 4:10.  How much sin was placed upon Jesus on the 

cross? 

 

 

4) Does this amount of sin include what a fellow saint has done or will do to me in the future?  How 

should that impact my perception of them?   

 

 

 

 
28 Max Lucado “In the Grip of Grace” p.159-160 
29 Future Grace p.268 
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All of the suffering that Christ endured was the complete and just payment of God for every hurt that we 

have ever received or will ever receive from a fellow saint.  Therefore, Christianity does not make light of 

sin.  It does not add insult to our injury.  On the contrary, it takes the sins against us so seriously 

that, to make them right, God gave his own Son to suffer more than we could ever make anyone 

suffer for what they have done to us.30 

5) Consider that God is the avenger of sins (Romans 12:19) and the Justifier of the one who has faith in 

Jesus (Romans 3:26).  This means that God undertakes vengeance against sin not only by means of 

hell, but also by means of the cross. God was avenging all the wrongs done to us when He put His 

only Son on the cross.  What then does this mean about our need or right to harbor bitterness 

towards others?  (See also 1 Peter 2:24) 

 

 

 

God is both the avenger of sins and the forgiver of sins.  This is vital for us to understand.  We fight against 

bitterness and an unforgiving heart not only by trusting the promise of God to avenge wrongs done against 

us, but we also cherish the experience of being forgiven by God. 

 

6) Read Ephesians 4:32-5:2. How does being forgiven make us forgiving people? 

 

 

Again as with everything we have seen it comes back to our faith in the promise of God that we are forgiven. 
This is faith in future grace (1 John1:9). But it is not enough for us to just believe or have an intellectual 
awareness that we are forgiven.  Faith in God’s forgiveness does not merely mean confidence that I am 
off the hook.  It means confidence that this is the most precious thing in the world.  That’s why I use 
the word cherish.  Saving faith cherishes being forgiven by God, and from there rises to cherishing 
the God who forgives – and all that he is for us in Jesus.  

And there’s the link with the battle against bitterness.  You can go on holding a grudge if your faith 
simply means you are off the hook.  But if faith means standing in awe of being forgiven by God, then 
you can’t go on holding a grudge.  You have fallen in love with mercy.  It’s your life.  So you battle 
bitterness by fighting for the faith that stands in awe of God forgiveness of your sins.31 

 

7) What are some practical steps we can take to not let our forgiveness feel like we are “just off the 

hook”? 

 

 

 

 

Now let’s be honest with ourselves.  Forgiveness is not easy. If it were then everyone would do it.  Showing 

grace in forgiveness to others is what makes us different, it’s what makes us godly.  I like what Max Lucado 

says about this perspective of forgiveness:   

 
30 Future Grace p. 268 
31 Future Grace p. 270 
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“Colossians 3:13 says, “As Christ forgave you, so you also must do.”  Really, God?  Begin the process of 

healing.  How?  Keep no list of wrongs.  Pray for your antagonists rather than plot against them. Hate the 

wrong without hating wrongdoers.  Turn your attention away from what they did to you to what Christ did 

for you.  Outrageous as it may seem, Jesus died for them too.  If He thinks they are worth forgiving, they are. 

 

Does that make forgiveness easy?  No.  Quick?  Seldom.  Painless?  Forgiveness vacillates.  It has fits and 

starts, good days and bad.  Anger intermingled with love.  Irregular mercy.  We make progress only to make a 

wrong turn.  Step forward and fall back.  But it’s okay.  As long as you’re trying to forgive, you’re forgiving.  

It’s when you no longer try that bitterness sets in.  So keep trying.  Keep forgiving.” 

 

 

 

 

Point to Ponder this Week:   

As we think about forgiving others it may not be a long-term grudge but short-term frustrations that bring us 

to anger.  Are there traits of your children or your spouse or your church or your boss that week after week 

provoke you so deeply that you grit your teeth and rehearse in your head all the reasons why this is 

intolerable and should not go on?  Ask God to help you see these recurrent frustrations in a different light 

and that He will give you the power to let go of your short-term anger. 
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Everything we have seen about grace shows us that it is not something we just tap into when we need it to 

get through a difficult time, but it is the very essence of how we live each day.  God’s grace is what has, is, 

and will sustain us in every moment of life. It is the power and strength given to us to do the blessed will of 

our Father. 

Grace is not only God’s disposition to do good for us when we don’t deserve it.  It is an actual power from 

God that acts and makes good things happen in us and for us. 

 

1 Corinthians 15:10 “But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was 
not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the 

grace of God that is with me.” 
1) What made Paul what he was?  Was Paul obeying God out of gratitude for what God had done for him 

in the past?  Explain. 

 

 

 

2) Did Paul himself work? If so, why can he not claim credit for the accomplishments? Consider Philippians 

2:12-13. 

 

 

 

3) Imagine Paul looking at the task ahead of him and being overwhelmed by it – just as you may be 

overwhelmed when looking at the task ahead of you. Should he feel inadequate for the task? Given these 

verses, how would Paul move forward in his ministry despite that sense of inadequacy? 

 

 

 

 

4) Read Hebrews 13:9 and 2 Timothy 2:1.  How are we strengthened by God’s grace? 

 

 

 

5)  Consider what Paul says in 2 Corinthians 12:7-10.  What is the connection between human weakness 

and God’s grace?  How is God’s power made perfect in weakness? 
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When we are seeking to be satisfied with all that God is for us in Jesus not only are we filled up, but we then 

become a channel of God’s grace to others. The more grace we give to others the more that God is glorified 

as the source of grace. 

 

6) Read Ephesians 4:29.  How do we give grace to others through our words? 

 

 

 

Think about the beauty of being a grace distributor.  Before this day is done, there will be a moment in 

your life “as fits the occasion.”  Someone will be positioned to benefit from your words.  This is the 

ministry that you will be called to at that moment:  “for building up.”  If you put your faith in future 

grace and serve in the strength that God supplies, you will become a channel of that grace.  You will 

“give grace to those who hear.”  They do not have it now.  It is future.  But when it comes – to you 

and through you – the satisfaction is so deep you will know why you were created and why you were 

called.32 

 

7) How would this perspective of grace impact your daily interaction with others (work, school, home)? 

 

 

8)  While the context surrounding 2 Corinthians 9:8 is financial giving, what might be the broader 

implications of this verse as we see ourselves as channels of God’s grace to others.  

 

 

 

9) What could be some things that challenge and limit us as channels of grace to others?  What do you 

think is the root cause of these obstacles? 

 

 

 

10)  Does our ability to show grace to others depend upon their reception of the grace?  Explain how 

understanding this can be freeing to us.   

 

 

 

As we close our study of grace grab hold of the fact that God’s grace is sufficient for you.  His grace is all we 

need.  Grace calls us, grace challenges us, grace caresses us into a life of worship and godliness.  It brings us 

to a place where our only thought, our only objective, in all our actions is to bring glory to the One who has 

showered us with this grace.  May your faith in future grace grow ever stronger. 

 

 

 

 
32 Future Grace p.294 
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Congratulations!  You complete this quarter study of Grace and Forgiveness.  I hope this has been a blessing 

to you as you spent time in God’s word.  My desire for you is that your relationship with our Father has 

reached a new level of intimacy and that grace now impacts you every moment of your day.  Answer the 

following questions to see how far you have progressed. 

1) How would you describe having faith in future grace? 

 

 

2) In what aspect of your life have you grown the most regarding God’s grace? 

 

 

3) How has your perspective of forgiveness changed this quarter? 

 

 

4) Which goals did you complete this quarter?  Which ones still need some further work? 

 

 

5) What next steps will you take to continue to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ?  


